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mutual, and Aboo-'Eysa, long accustomed to all classes and
descriptions of Syrians between Gaza and Aleppo, readily per-
ceived that his new acquaintance was something more and
better than what he gave himself out for. Accordingly he
received him with marked politeness, and carefully informed
himself of our whence and whither. Barakat, overjoyed to find
at last a kind of opening after difficulties that had appeared
to obstruct all further progress, made no delay in enquiring
whether he would undertake our guidance to Ri'ad. Aboo-
'Eysa replied that he was just on the point of separating from
his friends the Persians, whose departure would leave camels
enough and to spare at his disposition, and that so far there
was no hindrance to the proposal. As for the Wahhabees and
their unwillingness to admit strangers within their limits, he
stated himself to be well known to them, and that in his
company we should have nothing to fear from their suspicious
criticism. Barakat next requested to know the hire of his
beasts, and Aboo-'Eysa in return named so low a price, barely
half in fact that we had paid from IJa'yel to Kaseem, though
the distance before us was greater by a third, that no doubt
remained of his being no less desirous of our society than we
of his. He added that in two or three days at most he would
be ready to start.

Better news could not be imagined, and Barakat hastened
to impart it to me ; but before quitting his new acquaintance,
of his own authority he invited Aboo-'Eysa to supper with
us the same evening, hoping thus to render the engagement
surer, and to give room for increase of knowledge on both
sides.

We now made our preparations for the repast, and bought, a
rare occurrence with us, a good piece of meat, which Barakat
cooked in Syrian rather than in Arab fashion. Dates and
butter in a lordly dish were not wanting, and since the women
of Bereydah have learnt from the Persians the art of making
leavened bread, that luxury, too, adorned our board. Altoge-
ther one might call it a very excellent meal for Kaseem. Of
course the two Persians, Aboo-'Eysa's companions, had also
been asked, for to.invite one of a band and leave out the rest
would be here considered the height of shabbiness ; our host
Ahmed obligingly furnished cooking utensils and dishes, and